
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

MISSION BEACH 
STREET & PLACE NAMES 

A Study of Local History Through Street & Place Names 

By DEIRDRE HOLMES 

Volume 1: Maria Creeks, Midgeree Bar, Garners Beach, 
Bingil Bay and Narragon Beach 



Published by 
Mission Beach Historical Society. 

Document H009.1 Version 1. 

Website: WWW.mbhs.com.au 

 

This publication is copyright © Mission Beach Historical Society, 2023 

First published in 2023. 

Author: Deirdre Holmes. Editors: Liz Lang, Dr Penelope Goward and Ken Gray. 

Apart from fair dealing for private study, research, criticism, or review as permitted by the Copyright Act, no part 

of this work may be stored, reproduced, or transmitted in any form or by any means without written permission. 

Inquiries should be addressed to the publisher. 

This title is recorded at the National Library of Australia (eBook) and the State Library of Queensland (Print and 

eBook). 

The text and opinions expressed in this book are those of the author and people interviewed by the author and 

do not reflect the views of the Mission Beach Historical Society or its members. 

aƛǎǎƛƻƴ .ŜŀŎƘ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƭƻƎƻ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘ !ƴŘȅΣ ŎƻǇȅǊƛƎƘǘ ϭ Leonard Andy. The design 

depicts a Djiru shield with a cassowary which is the endangered, iconic flightless bird living in the north 

Queensland rainforests. 

Histories published by Mission Beach Historical Society are as accurate as we can make them. Few accounts of 

history are 100% correct and there are going to be more errors when we recall events from many years ago. We 

always welcome suggested edits and additions or deletions and where possible we will edit where we find we are 

in error. However, the oral histories we record are the words of the people we interview, and we can only alter 

those with the authorisation of the people we interview. At times we record the full story of a family and have it 

on record for research purposes yet publish an abbreviated version on the web page to make it more readable 

and relevant to our regular audience. 

We have split this history into four parts: 

Part 1: Maria Creeks, Midgeree Bar, Garners Beach, Bingil Bay & Narragon Beach 

Part 2: Mission Beach 

Part 3: Wongaling Beach 

Part 4: South Mission Beach & Carmoo. 
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Mission Beach is a town of 4,055 residents according to the 2021 Census. It includes several villages 

separated by small tracts of forests that fringe the many beaches of the area. Part one of our Place & 

Street Names history covers the villages of Maria Creeks, Midgeree Bar, Garners Beach, Bingil Bay and 

Narragon Beach. A Queensland Globe map shows the area involved with Narragon Beach (unlabelled) 

being just north of Clump Point bottom right hand side: 

 

 

 
Maria Creeks (mid left) to Narragon Beach (lower right-hand side), area Map from Queensland Globe. 
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Bingil is the Aboriginal word for the area and is said to mean good camping ground with fresh water or good 

and well-watered point. Bingil Bay Road is one of the two main roads to access Mission Beach from the 

north, the other being El Arish-Mission Beach Road which links directly to the village of Mission Beach. 

                                
                                                                          Aboriginal gunyahs, Bingil Bay 1902 
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This small beach lies between Bingil Bay and Garners* Beach and is one of those rare beaches in 

Australia that has its original natural rainforest fringe traversing the entire length of the sand edge. It 

has none of the usual beachside roads or buildings common to most Australian beaches and, apart from 

a few imported species like coconuts and Singapore daisy, is virtually as it was before Europeans settled 

here. 

 

 

 

BINGIL BAY RD 

VILLAGES: MARIA CREEKS, MIDGEREE BAR & GARNERS BEACH 

BROOKES BEACH 
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Dorothy Victoria Watson came from England to the Atherton 

Tablelands in 1920 where she met and married Bernie Brooke (left) 

in 1922. Bernie operated a bullock team for hauling timber in 

Millaa Millaa. They had three children, Ray, Gordon (ôTigerõ) and 

Ruth. In 1944, Dorothy and Bernie adopted a son, Paul, who 

would do a tour of duty of Vietnam. In 1931, the Brooke family 

moved to Silkwood (Number 4 Branch) where Bernie cut cane.  

On 07 February 1942, the Brooke family left for Hughenden in 

accord with Police advice to leave the area during the war. Bernie 

volunteered for the Civil Construction Core to build roads and 

airfields. Ray joined the Air Force where he served in PNGõs Land 

Aircraft Crew preparing aircraft for flights. They returned to North 

Queensland in 1955 where they had purchased land earlier on the 

north headland of Brookes Beach. They built a home (relocated from 

elsewhere) but that was demolished after Cyclone Yasi in 2011. 

Dorothy and Bernie (above) sustained a good life on the land in their retirement at Brookes Beach. 

Bananas, pineapples, and pawpaw were grown in abundance. Bernie passed away in 1969 aged 79. 

Brookes Beach had no properly assigned name, so locals often referred to it as Middle Beach being 

between Bingil Bay and Garners Beach. 

Around 1980, Johnstone Shire Council officers approached Dorothy and sought permission to name 

the beach she lived on (ultimately for 32 years) Brookes Beach. The name was not gazetted but after some 

lobbying, Ken Gray affirmed the name with Queensland Places and Google Earth. 

In 1989, Dorothy moved into the Pinehaven Home in Tully where she was affectionately known as 

Brookie. She died there aged 94 in 1991.             

                                            
                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                        Brookes Beach 
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