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MILLA MILLA TO MISSION BEACH

Intervieve with Bob and Julie West weonductedby Ken Gray at the West family home in Pioneer
Street Bingil BaAugust 2021.

This is a family history looking at our first carpenters to the MBssicim District, George West and

his sorRobert, commonly callBdb. There was some building done here of course befdfestse

arrived in 1955 yet most of that was by buildersmentars from Tully or Innisfail and the Wests

were perhaps our first career carpenters to live here. The story is told first by Bob West in several
interviews with scribe Ken Gr#lyen Julie West tells her family storyreedl ps |j og .Bobds
Other family members contributed.

Bob starts the storyWe came from Millaa Millaa the Atherton Tablelands. | weightat the

time but | cannotrecall muchas Iam developing Alzheim&rand have difficuliyemembering
things especially naméswill try hardand Julie can help fill in the gaps as she has an excellent
memory.

| was born on 15 June 1946. My father, George Ernest Whstmasundthe early 192@Scribe:
17 March 1917, St Patrick¥ avalymarried Jane Syart It was 195 when the family moved from
Millaa Millaa to Mission Beach, mum, dad and lineéachildren, Valerj€Caroé andme Valerie is

three years younger than me andiliv€ownsville while Carol died at age 65.

My grandfather on dé&dside othe family was Arthur Weshowas in real estate. | do not know
my gr andmo; twéad caied henNamidy father had a brothatso namedArthurand
commonly called Arti@ dairy farmewho married Joan and he had a sister named Lorna who
married Sidan ambulance driver

Uncle Sid, Stepmothétope Aunty Lorna and Aunt Joagir{ on right unnamegl

Dadlearnectarpentryas an apprentice with local builders after thédearas also the projectionist

at the movie theated Milla Millaanddid a bit of work as a butcher. When we danission

Beachhe buit and renovaid houses and obtained his timber locally. There was a big timber mill in

El Arish,known ar i s p oOr.sTheymadeth@use framing and structural tinvileite the other

mill in the town owned by Charlie Myers was making plywood. There was another mill in Tully at the
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time owned by John Day and that closed quite re@adlgbtained most of his timber fr@nsps
Mill and often did work for them on their buildingthile working at El Arish, he did not drive
home during the week as the roads were so bad. He only care tiemvweeekends.

Dad did not go to the wardo not know whybut he became littleunpopular after the war with
the peoplevhoenlised Theymay haveesented him being safe at home with all theHgrtsained
as a boxer and could handle hingetbecame the lightweight champion of north Queensland.

After the death ohis second wiféjope in 198, dad started wood turning in earnest and became

very skilled at it even making radial drawers and he left many objects to the community (C4). He was
clever with his hands and even made his ownataaisiniature éolsmadefrom sewing needles.

He won some awards such as a Festival of Forests Award in Ravenshoe for his wood turning.
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Mum andDadseparated and divorced after mum met Bluey Dean from the Johnstone Boy Camp
which was a bush camp on the foreshore at Boat Bay where several workers from South Johnstone
Sugar Mill stayed in the off season. It was a short distance from where wenNasdvesigia great

social gatherirgnd mum lowéto go fishing with thenDad was traveling a lot at the time and was

a hard man. | presume he wasveoyeasy to live witlas he waguitestubborn and often cranky.

Mum married Bluey later and dad &tsllaAustina few houses from ousden he was renovating
her old Queenslandéihey hooked upoon afteand ve all moved in witBibellaso she became
our stepmotherShe was knawby everyone as Hope rather tBévellaand | understodthat. Not
manywould like to be namesibellgperhaps.

| was at primary school when that all happsoatiwas probably still in the 19%ibellavas good

to me and was three years older than dad. She died of lung cancer at age 68 and went back t
Melbourne when stbecame ill. Dad did not fly down with her and that upset many of their friends

but he said he was too busy to stop worlditgellavas a chain smoker and always coumyhed

She smoked tepf-therange imported cigarettes in flash little tingl@dubbish bin was littered

with these tin cans.

Sibellavas an interestimpgersonand came from a wealthy family in Victoria. They lived on a farm
calledvit Noorahear Melbourne. She travelled often and liked to paint landscapes; we have a couple
of them here andlso havene done by Noel Woadho painted ifor Hope He did it in a few
momentsandwas terrific at detail.

Sibellacame norttirom Victoriaand loved the tropicShanitially livecon Bedarra Island for some
time before buyingn old Queeslander at the north end of MissBeach.That was on the
beachfront near Perrier Walkd the building remains there in a reduced state

Landscape, Hop&ibellg West
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. Pining by 0eW00d, nted to H.op et.
ScribeConstance Maclknéssni r ed Hopeds artworks and sai d: ©C
pai nt s &Mrs. Gemrget West, whoaeklamdscapes in oils show rare truth and feeling.

Life was very different living with Hope. She@ad were marriesbon #er the divorcand my

mother had been a typitaitl backAussie mum who gave us considerable fredifilomas not at

all formal. Hope was very formi@V was banned and at mealtimes we had to do things properly and
fit in with Hope®ds r aBheasisted dnrhaviog herahaid at the tableu s
pulled out by George before she sat and the children could not be seated unpéttad.hap

Valerie Westadds Sibella was 10 years older tad | think | must saythinking backthatHope
(Sibella) was wonderful to rBae Bwvays had a pile of library books on hand in the school holidays
for me as there wamsnpabyt Noa h o anevidtreadedsty eegingme
historical or biographical books. She also taught me tkngievand crochet. She could be a bit
intimidating yetshe was so interesting to talk to. | would have turné¢al loeé different person if
thadndt been for her.

Bob Westcontinues Hopeowned considerabpeopery and purchased a 30 acre forest lot on the
hillsidesplit byBoyett Road andoing from theCouncilcamping grountdack to the bambods

When she diedhe left the forest tilhe State tihe madea National Parkihe map(below)from
Queensland Gkimwvs this fragment of National Park labelled 115NPW502 which extends from
Clump Point back to behind the old primary school in Boyett Road.

The State madke land donated [8ibellgart of the Clump Mountain National Park and it provides
an attractive forest backdrop for the area and preserves a small part of this rare basalt rainforest founc
on Clump Point.

1 The bamboo referred to remains there in 2021d was fantedin the 1880s by Willoughby Smith who was working for the first landowner of
the area, W Hyne who selected 1,280 acres at Clump Point in 1882. That was the lot that the Cutten brothers came tois2888 Apping
to selectit but they were beaten to iby Hyne.
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Hopedivided off a two acre lahe battleaxe lot at Perrier Walk on this map)dad who built a
house on it with a concrete roof to make it cyclone proof. However, it may have been cyclone proof
but the concrete captured and trapped the haatiinva impossibly hot inside during summer.
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Hope had a son and a daughter in Vigtded and Gina. Her husband had died young after a pimple
infection turnedquickly to septicaemia. There were no antibiotics freely available when that
happened. His nick name was Fluff but | have no idea how he acquired that.

Housework was not for Hope. She was interested in the envireandealtureand left the
housework and cleaningaprofessional cleanBgsa PerryRosa was German and good at the job
and did the laundry as wstl Hope was pleased with taaangemenRosavasmarried to Owen
Perryand lived in Bingil Bay

The old Queenslander that we lived in was large and had long verandas. Only halfstile house
stands today. Valerie had a room out the back and | had one overlooking the verandah. Hope met
helddinner parties and we often saw John and Alison Busst at these and Harold Holt with Dame
Zara. | worked for them at times and they called me RobhigsbeHope used that name for me.

Dad extended #thouse while we were there onto the nexplivtit has been reduced since.

The Holts and Bussts drank wine with Hbpé my father stuck to his beer. | knew them all well as
| often didhandy manvork for them when | was an apprentice.
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| went to primary school at Boyett Reath Valerie There were 15 students in the scivbanl
started school in 195Rerhaps | attended school fowhile before that in Ma Milla | broke my
arm when high jumping at one stage and that was a bit frightehingt through it and had to
go to Tullyto fix it. The bone was almost stickingtbrdughthe skinso | was quite alarmed

| can recall some of the children who were aflissonBeachschool at the same timenas\West
kidswere. The Rick family had four kids, Lachie, Frank, Chdrieendrank and Sheawere

there vith mebut the other boywere oldeandhad moved on. There were five Wildsoet children:
Dawn, Beryl, Betty, Kayleen and Robert. Dawn was older than the others who were at the school
when | was. The Camplisellere Doug, Ken, Don and Joan and the latter twoawveohoolvhen

| was.Maureen Haenwas also there with us, as were Robert and Tom Donkin.

The father of the Wildsoet boys, Jack Wildsoet, had a couple of dato/roaks a few bob on the
sideand | remember we used to take a billy can to him and he milked a cow straightanto the
Dick Verhay lived in Bingil Bay and had chooks in those days and delivered the eggs to the door.

Abby Porter owned thaiginalPorter farm at the tinand is nowonthe Tablelands and has a good
memory so will provide useful inputhe districtistory Bill Pittentredvadone eyeahigh pitched
voiceandlived next doofTom Rungert lived neartipo and grew avocados and soursops.

Ken Campbell had a farm at émel of Boyett Road and DoGgmpbedl s f ar m was over
Post Office. DorCampbelliveson the original Campbell tbiese days

| went to Herberton State High School for two y&zasol went there for two years iadkerie for
sevenWe stayed at the Herberton Methodist Hostel. The boys section was old and, fout down
the girls area was quite new. The boys and girls mixed at mealtasds years old wheleft
school andécame a a r p eappreaticedwith dad.

o
——

| playedrugbyleaguevhenl wasat high schoolbutwast out st andi ng, I

MBSS Students 1956
Back Row: Jean Olding, Karin Jordana, Kayleen Wildsoet, Michele Jordana, Robert West
Front Row: Ginette Harten, Miles Jordana, Maureen Harten

Class of 1956, Bob West top row right eRtcbm Mission Beach State Schoadl 3hniversary 1952003.
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o oM. L udanill L g ‘.| L -
chS ool. From Mission Beach State Sché@ritiversary 1952003.

Our one roomed Missi

In Herberton, w& used to go camping on the Walsh River at the army firing range. We found these
unexplaed 25 pound bombandpiled them in a heap underneath a thes hidbehind rocks and

let the bombs go off and blow the tree up. If a spark had hit the bombs they would have gone and
we had bombs piled up beside our {eot# was madness really

| did not like the Herkrton Hostel or the school; it was the grottiest part of the place we were kept

in. | just wanted to come home. The old part must have been 50 y#aesbolgs section. When

winter came in, it was really cold. Wendte the girlsat mealtimeand wereso cold in winter.

Nothing wasnaintained n t hazcotnmogalissoi t 6 s a wonder we di dn' |
The girls had the better avglsich was onl§0to 15 years old.

| was no good achoolworkbut they must have doctored my Re@ardd it came out and was
good, but | never learned anything except in the woodworking section.

Greg Shaw from El Arish was my best mate. There were bullies in thadmsgitd ofreallybad.

One was from New Guindaut he was white and was a mongrehs walking to school one day

and he kept standing on the heels in my shoes, pulling them off. | confronted him and he challenged
me to a fight. | didn't want fghtor back downso the whole thing wasin the study at the hostel.

Word got roundeven the town boys found oWe hadall the @sks pulled backith no teachers

around luckily. The kids from towrerepeeping in and everyone gathered inside watching and it
was shirts off, bare knuckles and bang, | hit him really hard around the gansished me
ferocioushandmy ears werall bruised and black. He flogged into my head; it was headshots most
of the time. And then we got into a corner and he swung a punch and hit the door. He had broken
hiswrist prior to the fight sih wasall over | laid intohim;he couldn't do anythinghe oddthing

is | wasthe winner, you know,ended up being a real herbe girls heard about it and a female
teacher came up to me and thanked me and sai
such a mongrel of a kiddé. He never came near

Funny the things you remembsera kid. | got lucky that day.
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| was keen on girls. It is a family trait | expect as my father wasdistihe girls and my sdras
followed in our footstepsseemsrT he firstgirl | fanciedvas at high schowl Herberton. That was
Margaret haffert who was from the Robin Hood Station inteeat Georgetown and Mt Surprise
west of the Atherton Tableland$atromance lasted less than two years and ended when Margaret
returnechome and we did not see each other again.

71\

v Margaret Shaffert: schoolromance. Robin Hood Station or Cobbold Gorge as it is in 2021; now a tourist venture.

L

When | returned from Herbertoh r e member falling overboard f
daughteBarbara Vesariswias a bit of a loner, have been all of my life really and was more interested

in girlfriends than having a lot of mates. We used to go to dances in Tully and that was a big highlight
as a teenager. Only Brian Barnes hadsoocae used to hitch a ridéhwhim and had a wonderful

time with the girl8rian never managedfiod a girlfriend.

As soon as | completed my apprenticeship, | headed south to Boistiemnleright lightand pretty
girls so many girls! Then | went to Auckland on buildingasitesnet many lovely girls there too
and some followed me back to Austratizelhwent to Melbourne on building sites as a carpenter.

That was a happy time and in Melbourne ifi @&haps when | wa$ &r 26years old | met Julie
Thomasl asked her foa dance and that wadttvas the end of the gallivanting for me and we are
now A years married.

We met a& disco ahe Waltzing Matilda Hot&Goon aftemwetoured and worked togetrererseas
visiting severalountries such as USA, Papua New Guinea, Thailand then SoutiT Rditiceas
wherewe tied the knoAnd nevettooked back.
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Glamour: Valeri&Veststars for theVilla Monacdorochure.
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